226    THE    EPIC    OF    MOUNT    EVEREST
the North Col. The slopes up to the crevasse
though steep were safe, and the crevasse itself
would be a barrier against avalanches from
higher up. So they would make for this cre-
vasse and then work along its lower lip till
they found a safe way to the ledge or shelf
on the North Col on which a camp could be
established.
The crevasse, then, was the first point to make
for. Norton and Mallory going on together
ahead of Odell and the laden porter, shared the
laborious work of cutting or stamping steps in
the series of slightly convex snow slopes, mostly
lying at a comparatively gentle angle, which
gave access to the right end of the crevasse. Two
minor crevasses were encountered ; and the last
pitch up to the big crevasse was steep, showing that
a fixed rope would there be required for the porters.
But the big crevasse was reached with no more
serious drawback than the labour of cutting steps.
It was a different matter, however, now the cre-
vasse itself had to be tackled. There was no easy
way along its lower lip, for it was broken half-
way across. And the break in the lip required
very careful negotiation. A descent had to be
made into the bottom of the crevasse and from
there they would have to climb out again by what
looked like a nearly vertical wall of broken ice
leading up to a narrow crack or chimney which
formed the only means of access to the lower
lip again beyond the break.